
Over the past three decades, Piedmont Care has embarked on a 
remarkable journey, leaving an indelible mark on the communities
we serve and the lives we touch. To date, we have served 1,889 people 
living with HIV and AIDS and their families. As we look to the future, 
we remain committed to developing goals, strategies, and vision for
a compassionate response to HIV and AIDS.

See the milestones and triumphs that have shaped our organization 
and propelled us into the future as we adapt to the ever-changing 
needs of our community.

1994 Piedmont HIV/AIDS Care Consortium founded 

1998 Hired first Executive Director

2004 Created HIV Prevention Program

2005 Published Hidden Voices:  Reflections from an Affected Community 
 Editor – Kristofer M. Neely 

2019 Brought AIDS Memorial Quilt and the Piedmont Care Panel
 to Spartanburg; Completed first community HIV prevention needs 
 assessment and landscape map

2021 Established a compassionate and inclusive on site medical practice

Please consider making a financial gift in honor of Piedmont 
Care’s anniversary of service. Your gifts ensure our life-saving, life-
enhancing programs continue.  You may give by using the enclosed 
donation envelope, through our web site, via Cash App or by 
contacting our office.
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Art as Healing
A Former Client’s Inspiring Journey

By Loree Bishop, CSE – Prevention Coordinator

Spartanburg native Melvin Nesbitt Jr. is a professional 
artist whose vibrant collages explore themes of race, 
poverty, and the Black American Experience. He credits 
Piedmont Care with giving him his first public art 
commission, and his work was featured in Piedmont 
Care’s book, Hidden Voices:  Reflections from an Affected 
Community. Nesbitt wanted to express his gratitude to 
Piedmont Care and offer hope and encouragement 
to others living with HIV by sharing more about his 
journey. See what he had to say about living and 
thriving with HIV and how Piedmont Care helped him 
realize his life’s purpose of becoming an artist.  

Bishop: Can you tell me a little bit about yourself and 
your connection to Piedmont Care? 

Nesbitt:  They really got me started off for the proper 
path. And, you know, it was a scary time because a lot 
of the people that I knew who were HIV positive were 
quickly developing AIDS and getting sick, really fast. 
But I was less afraid after working with Carol (Carol 
Barry – his Piedmont Care case manager).

I felt confident in talking to the 
doctors and the nurses and asking 
questions about when it came time 

to really deal with medication,

about different medications and cocktails and stuff 
like that. So that is one reason why I wanted to do 
this for Piedmont Care, because I feel that had I not 
connected with Piedmont Care so early in my HIV 
infection, it would have been much harder for me to 
take care of myself, and I wouldn't be doing as well as 
I am now. Yeah, I really wanted to try and figure out 
some way to get back. Hopefully this helps. 

Bishop:  Can you share a bit about your journey as a 
visual artist, and how you've used your art to express 
your experiences of living with HIV? 

Nesbitt: I haven't really used my art to express my 
experience of living with HIV. But I have to admit that 
living with HIV kind of motivated me to try to find 

“
“
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my purpose in life, to try to, you know, 
make as best use of my time as possible 
because it just made me very, very 
acutely aware of my mortality, and the 
fact that I had a time limit on how much 
time I was going to be here, and made 
me think about how I wanted to use it. 

And I had a hard time 
thinking of myself as an 
artist. And so they really 

encouraged me to do that 
and it helped me to see.

But also Piedmont Care gave me the 
first public art commission when, I 
think Tracey (Tracey Jackson, Executive 
Director) was there, and she learned 
that I was an artist and asked me to 
make some drawings for them to put up 
in the offices there. Which really, made 
me really proud. It really inspired me 
and set me up on this path to eventually 
pursuing it professionally. So that is 
how living with HIV connects to my art, 
and that helped to motivate me to kind 
of discover that this is what I should be 
doing with my life. 

One of the things that happened to 
me, mentally, when I was diagnosed 
with HIV, was it really brought up a lot 
of insecurities, and feelings of low self-
worth and just really not feeling valuable 
at all to society. And when I committed 
myself to making art full-time it really – 
and to making and studying art – It gave 

“

“
me that. It gave me back the sense of purpose and usefulness that 
I felt had mostly lost in my depression over knowing that I was HIV 
positive. So yeah, it has been a really important part of my journey. 
And then with the success of my art career, has given me that extra 
motivation to prioritize my physical and mental health, so that I can – 
there’s still a lot of art that I want to make so I gotta be able to make it! 
You know what I mean?

And so, becoming an artist and living with HIV has really helped me 
to, in a way, live as best I can, and try to be a contributing member of 
society – something that I seriously felt I couldn’t be for several years 
after my diagnosis. 

Bishop: If you could talk directly to the community where you grew up 
what would you want them to know about Piedmont Care and about HIV? 

Nesbitt: I’d like to emphasize that Piedmont Care is the perfect 
resource for anyone at risk for or living with HIV. I didn’t know where 
to go for help. I didn’t know where to find a clinic. So that was 
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another part of my anxiety at the time, and so just all 
the information that I learned from Piedmont Care 
was really empowering and I don’t know if people 
in the community – It’s been a long time since I’ve 
been involved, but people need to know that there 
is a place where they can go if they need to, to get 
information about prevention and care for HIV 

and AIDS in Spartanburg. Piedmont Care was very 
helpful, and they made me feel empowered and 
more confident in seeking care and help.

Watch out for more of our interview with Melvin Nesbitt Jr. as we 
commemorate World AIDS Day on December 1, 2023 and mark 
Piedmont Care’s 30th anniversary in March 2024.
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2023 SPONSORS

Premier Sponsors

Get your crazy costume

THE UPSTATE’S PREMIER ADULT TRIVIA
       IS BACK FOR ITS 11TH YEAR!

SAVE DATEthethe

 – and your twisted mind – 
ready for:

TWISTED TRIVIA 2024 
Friday, March 22 at 7pm | 1881 Event Center

Get your tickets, purchase a sponsorship,
or make a donation through: 

$PiedmontCare         PayPal         piedmontcare.org

or by contacting our office.

Upstate ITSITS
Information-Technology-Service

ALL IN LOVE CARE HOME HEALTH     •     JOHN ASHLEY & JUSTIN HYDER
JOAN & TOM BARNET     •     BARTON ASSOCIATES     •     RODNEY BOGAN

GAIL & CHRIS EBERT     •     ELIZABETH HOME CARE SERVICES LLC
SUSU & GEORGE DEAN JOHNSON, JR.     •     NEUE SOUTH COLLECTIVE LLC

PIEDMONT IMAGING     •     TONY & TRACY REGAN     •     LEE SNELL     •     ELSIE WRIGHT
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Mark Your Calendar

World AIDS Day Panel
Wednesday, November 29, 2023 | 6 – 7:30pm
Honoring the Past and Preparing for a Brighter Future
in the Treatment and Prevention of HIV
USC Upstate – Campus Life Center Ballroom 310
656 Hodge Drive, Spartanburg  |  Open to the public

Coffee Talk
Friday, December 1, 2023 | 7:30 – 9am
Want to meet the Piedmont Care team? Have questions
about HIV, condoms, or health care? Need a red ribbon to
wear? Here’s your chance. Buy a coffee and let’s chat!
Blue Moon Specialty Foods
130 S. Church Street, Spartanburg
Open to the public

World AIDS Day 2023
Thursday, November 30, 2023
8:30am – 7pm 

National Black
HIV/AIDS         
Awareness Day
Wednesday, February 7, 2024
8:30am – 7pm
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR

National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day
Monday, February 7, 2022

Extended HIV Testing Hours
Monday, February 7, 2022 from 8:30 a.m. until 7:00 p.m.
Piedmont Care, 101 N. Pine St. Suite 200, Spartanburg
Free and confidential. By Appointment Only.

9th Annual Twisted Trivia
The premier adult trivia event in town! 

Friday, March 25, 2022 from 7:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m. 
1881 Event Center
Tickets: $40 at www.eventbrite.com

National HIV Testing Day
Monday, June 27, 2022

Extended HIV Testing Hours
Monday, June 27, 2022 from 8:30 a.m. until 7:00 p.m.
Piedmont Care, 101 N. Pine St. Suite 200, Spartanburg
Free and confidential. By Appointment Only.

World AIDS Day
Wednesday, December 1, 2021
Get tested and wear a red ribbon to show your support for efforts to fight HIV 
and AIDS and in recognition of those lost to the disease.

Extended HIV Testing Hours
Wednesday, December 1, 2021 from 8:30 a.m. until 7:00 p.m. 

Piedmont Care, 101 N. Pine Street Suite 200, Spartanburg
Free and confidential. By Appointment Only.

World AIDS Day
Friday, December 1, 2023
Get tested and wear a red ribbon
to show your support for a compassionate 
response to HIV and AIDS and in recognition
of those lost to the disease.

Anniversary    
30th

Extended HIV Testing Hours for

National HIV 
Testing Day
Thursday, June 27, 2024
8:30am – 7pm

National Gay Men’s
HIV/AIDS Awareness Day
Thursday, September 26, 2024
8:30am – 7pm

Free and confidential. Walk-ins welcome. Appointments encouraged. 
Piedmont Care, 101 N. Pine St. Suite 200, Spartanburg (Pine and Main Building)

  Piedmont Care
            March 2024
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Phone  864.582.7773      Toll free  1.866.454.7773      Fax  864.582.8637  

A few words from ourA few words from our
     clients & community!     clients & community!
A few words from ourA few words from our
     clients & community!     clients & community!

I have been performing for over 24 years and 
Piedmont Care has been an active community 
partner for as long as I can remember. From 
their signature fundraiser, Twisted Trivia, 
to participating in Upstate Pride events or 
providing prevention & education information 
in the clubs & bars,

Piedmont Care has been a 
longstanding and highly visible 
advocate for the members of the 
LGBTQ+ community. 
Before there was an Upstate Pride or even a 
Patti O’Furniture, there was Piedmont Care 
serving those impacted by HIV and those 
affected by stigma and discrimination. 
Spartanburg is a stronger, more inclusive & 
diverse community because of Piedmont Care!

PATTI O’FURNITURE

This is such a nice office and 
everyone is so kind. 
It is a nice atmosphere.

I am grateful for all the things that you 
provided for me like socks, food,
and information.

Congratulations on 30 years, and 
thank you for the work that you 
do in the community.
I could've died prematurely, if not for the
support and the guidance and the 
information I gained from being a client at 
Piedmont Care. I truly believe that. I was 
absolutely ready to just give up and give in, 
and just kinda wait to pass away. And, you 
really gave me a great deal of hope. So thank 
you, from me personally, and on behalf of the 
community, congratulations. And I wish you 
30 more years. Hopefully, there'll come a time 
where this work isn't necessary, but while it is, 
I'm glad that
Piedmont Care is in my hometown.

MELVIN NESBITT, JR.
They do things that other doctors won’t…
They do a lot more medicine checkups and 
asking about side effects than other places…
PCI does a good job of caring for trans people…

I feel at home getting help here.

piedmontcare piedmontcareinc piedmontcare

WWW.PIEDMONTCARE.ORG

Monday - Friday
8:30AM – 5PM 

101 North Pine Street, Suite 200, Spartanburg, SC  29302
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Thank You!!

Adrienne Ables
AccessHealth Spartanburg 
Action Printing
Alabama Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy
All In Love Care Home Health
American Exchange
Patty and Mack Amick
Dan Anderson
Monta Anthony
Arnie Applebaum
The Arkwright Foundation
Art Lounge
Alison Ashley
John Ashley and Justin Hyder
Steven Ashley
Atheist Alliance
Amanda and Dan Atkinson
Jay Ault
Avita Pharmacy
Awakening Energies
Paula and Stan Baker
Brandon Balentine
Barbara Barnes and Terry Mitchell
Joan and Tom Barnet
Barton Associates, Inc.
Jim and Terry Batchler-Smith
BB&B Barbershop 
Wyatt Beach
Dan Becker
Berkana Collective
Walter Bethea
BHG Recovery Center 
Dawn and Marc Bingham
Birth-Matters 
Diane and Russ Blackburn
Bloom Upstate 
Blue Moon Specialty Foods
Rodney Bogan
Lori Boyd
Kathleen Brady
Judy Brewington
Aaron Bridgeman
Kim Brock
Marsha Brown
Suzanne and Reed Brown
Robert Brozina
Stacey Burton
Debbie Bush
Dovy Bush
Judy and Brant Bynum

Carrie Caldwell
Barbara Jean and Lloyd Callaway
Alyson Campbell and Andrew Taber
Greg Campbell and Ric Smith
Carolina Barber Institute 
Wendy Case
Sissy and Joe Castello
Beth Cecil and Isabel Forbes
SMC- Center for Family Medicine 
Central United Methodist Church
Challenges, Inc. 
Eric Chamblee
Briant Chapman
Eduardo Chen
Ben Chumley
David Church
Andrew Cooke
Joda Coolidge
Scott Coolidge
Katy Skye Corbin
Jose Cordova
Jennifer Cothran
Colleen Courtney
Kay Cox
Leanne Cox
Aaron Creech
Shannon Creighton
Jordan Crosby
Elaine and Andy Crosland
Pam and Dan Cunningham
MelissaAnne Cunningham-Sereque
  and David Sereque
Diane Daane
Michael Darnell
Jed Dearybury
Denny’s Inc.
Christy and Rob DePaol
Gail and Chris Ebert
Elizabeth Home Care Services, LLC
Elliott & Painter, LLP
Richard Everhart
Fernwood Baptist Church
Fidelity Bank
First Citizens Bank
First Horizons Bank
Andrew Fischer
Sarah Flowers
Ford & Harrison, LLP
Deb and Al Foreman
Free Mom Hugs-Upstate Chapter 

Robin and Rob Furr
P K Garmon
Travis Garner
Gender Benders
Jennifer and Justin Geren
Melinda Ledford Gibert and Jay Gibert
Kirkie and Dick Gibson
Gilead Sciences
Wes Gilliam
Gotcha Covered Marine
The Grayshock Family
Greenville Church without Walls 
Derrick Gunter
The Hair Bar
Meredith Hardwicke Jensen and Doug Jensen
Lee Harper
Ashley Hart
Hugh Harvey
Headquarters Barbershop
Sam Henderson
Sharia Henderson
Kathy Hensley
Ursula Hicklin
Annamaria Hidalgo-Christensen
Kacie and Mike Higginbotham
Daniel Hodnet
Abigail Hoffman
Hope Center for Children 
Hope for Families Recovery Center 
Jessica Hoshall
Phillip Hudson
Zachary Humphery
Lynda Hurteau
Marcelle Hyder
Ink Kingz
Linda Jackson
Lothar Jaegar
The Johnson Group
Susu and George Dean Johnson Jr.
Shawn Jolly
Dorothy Josey
Maureen Kattner
Jeanette Keepers
Shannon Kemp
Ned Wilder and Jerry Lail
Kelly Land
Bonnie Landers
Janet Lankford
Kathleen and Jack Lawrence
Susan and Patrick Lea
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Thank You!!

Leeward Solutions
Legacy of Sisters
LGBT Fund
Limestone University 
Sonya Lindsay
Holly Loftis
Walter Lundy and Mike Parker
Kimberly Mace
Zachary Manganello
Debbie Mann
Annika Marshall
Kate McAlister
Beth McCoy
Anne McCraw
Carol McCulloch
Melinda and Eric McDonald
Blanche McLaughlin
Rachel McRoberts
Meghan Meier
Mel-Med
Stanley Miller
Tenita Miller
Milliken & Company
Weston F. Milliken
MLC Findings Jewelry
Marsha and Tom Moore
Jeffrey Morgan
Carrie Morris
Steve Morris
Moss Law Firm
Sabrina and Lonnie Myers
NARFE - Chapter 560
Markeisha Nesbitt
Neue South Collective, LLC
New Day Christian Community Church
New Day Clubhouse 
Newport Apartments 
Nurse Family Partnership 
Opportunity Center
Jane Ovenden
Stacey Parris
Dwight Patterson
PFLAG of Spartanburg
Phase I Barbershop 
Phase II Barbershop 
David Phillips
Physician Services of SC, LLC
Piedmont Imaging
Pinnacle Partnership 

Susan and Mike Plemmons
Dani Pollak
Nancy and Steve Pope
Natalie and Kamran Popkin
Marcus Porter, Sr.
Cass Posey
Becca Price
Proud Mary Theatre Company 
Pure Romance by Meghan
Q Cuts
Rainbow Support Group
Nancy Raley
James Reeves
Tracy and Tony Regan
ReGenesis Healthcare 
Reggie’s Unique Cuts 
Dianne and Charles Rencsok
Marijane Rhinebold
Amy Richards and Evan Krauter
Rose Mary Ritchie
John Robinson
Sara Robinson
Carey and Will Rothschild
Leah Ruis
S.T.A.R, Central United Methodist Church
Rosa Saldana
Sanders Fine Portraits
Jes Sdao
Seize Your Space, LLC
June and Peter Sereque
Samantha Sharman
Smack Fitness
Jessica Smith
Lee Snell
Jean Snipes
Spartanburg Area Mental Health Center
Spartanburg County Health Department 
Spartanburg Methodist College 
Spartanburg Regional Foundation
Spartanburg Regional Healthcare System 
Spirits, Inc. 
Tammy and David Stokes
Phillip Stone
Courtney and Jeff Straub
Preston Sunderson
Susan Lea, LLC
TAS
Betsy Teter and John Lane
Steven Thompson

Thrive Market
Today Light Outreach Ministry 
Town of Carlisle
Transitions Therapy
Truth-N-Art Tattoo and Art Gallery 
Union County Commission
  on Alcohol and Drug Abuse 
Union Ob-Gyn 
Union Pediatrics
Unity Presbyterian Church
Uplift Outreach Center
Upstate Family Resource Center
Upstate Fatherhood Coalition 
Upstate Food Not Bombs 
Upstate ITS, LLC
Upstate PRIDE 
Upstate SC LGBT+ Chamber
United Way of the Piedmont
USC-Union 
USC-Upstate Health Services 
VCOM 
Melanie Vick
Angela Viney
Solathia Wakefield
Melissa Walker and Chuck Reback
Susan and Jonathan Walker
Ward Tax Associates, Inc.
Kristi Ward and Brandi Dice
Jamie Ware
Krista Watson
Liz Watson
Travis Watson
Jesse Weathers
Lindsay Webster
Ryan West
Brad Whitney
Willdyne-Chord, LLC
Latonya Williams
Janet Wilson
Wofford College-Health Services 
Wofford College-Student Life 
Erin Wofford
Jason Womble
Elsie Wright
Yogalicious
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Staff News
Help us welcome five new team members!

Gia Almon, Medical Case Manager, joined 
Piedmont Care in August 2023. She holds a 
Bachelor’s degree in Psychology from Southeast 
Missouri State University. She has a background in 
case management and child protective services.  

Thomas Kias, MD, Physician, joined Piedmont 
Care in 2023. He graduated from the University of 
Illinois and the Emory University School of Medicine. 
He completed his internship and first year of 
residency at the Grady Memorial Hospital in Atlanta, 
Georgia and his residency in Internal Medicine at the 
Charlotte Memorial Hospital. Dr. Kias is certified by 
the American Board of Internal Medicine.

Jennifer Respess, Specialized Medical Case 
Manager, joined the Piedmont Care team in March 
2023. She earned her BA in Elementary Education 
from USC-Upstate. Jennifer brings 15+ years of case 
management experience to our Outreach program. 

Davice McBride, Medical Case Manager, 
joined Piedmont Care in January 2023. She earned 
her BA in Sociology from Claflin University and MS 
in Human Services with a concentration in social 
and community services from Capella University. 
She has a background in adult protective services, 
child protective services, behavior intervention, 
community health work, and disability and special 
needs program management. 

Crystal Mullinax, Nurse Practitioner, joined 
Piedmont Care in October 2023. She graduated 
from The Medical University of South Carolina 
with both her BSN and her Masters of Nursing, 
Family Nurse Practitioner, which she completed 
in 2018. Crystal has many years of experience 
caring for medically complex patients to include 
inpatient oncology and palliative care. 

Tracey Jackson, MPA
Executive Director

Trista Anderson
Case Management Supervisor

Dawn Querin
Practice Administrator

Loree Bishop, CSE
Prevention Coordinator

Julia Campuzano, MA
Medical Case Manager

Pauline Crosby
Patient Access Representative

Tenesha Cross, MA
Medical Case Manager

Ashley Dunn, LPN
Nurse

Steve Garman, MD
Physician

Megan Mitchell
Office Manager

Amy Richards, LISW-CP
Therapist

Glenda Sims, PhD RN
Nurse

Michele Smith
Administrative Assistant

Noelle Waddell, LBSW
Lead Medical Case Manager

Megan Williams
Driver



In alignment with our mission, we commit to removing systemic barriers so that all people we serve have 
access to HIV education, care, and advocacy. We strive to sustain an inclusive environment where individual 
differences are valued, and all people are treated with dignity and respect.

Generous supporters like you help make these services possible.

• Condom Education and Distribution

• HIV Testing & Counseling

• HIV/STI Education & Awareness

• Case Management

• Dental Care

• Food & Personal Care Pantry

• Health Education & Risk Reduction

• Health Insurance Premiums & Copays

• Language Services

• Medication Assistance

• Mental Health Counseling

• Outpatient Medical Care

• Support Group

• Transportation

Our Mission

Diversity Statement

Care Services

Prevention Services

More Than a Donation

The mission of Piedmont Care, Inc., an educational
and advocacy organization, is to coordinate and
provide medical, social, and psychological services
for individuals and families affected by or at risk for HIV.

Your support makes a difference!

• $4,600 Provides HIV Test Kits For 1 Year
• $3,000 Provides HIV Medication For 1 Client For 1 Month
• $1,000 Provides Client Transportation For 1 Month
• $750 Provides 5 Community Education Sessions
• $125 Provides 1 HIV Testing Session
• $30 Provides 1 HIV Test Kit

Compassionate HIV and
AIDS care, prevention, and advocacy.


